North Regional Secretary’s Report
2010-2011

This season has seen no Development Squad activity. This was due to a number of factors not least of which was the failure of club officials to come forward and volunteer to help with these squads. Only one club official offered to help with the 16’s squad and no one came forward for the 15’s squad.  I myself was out of action for eight weeks with a broken leg by the time I was fit enough to contemplate starting trials etc the snow came and football was virtually stopped. With clubs so far behind with their fixtures it was not thought wise to ask them to release their players for trials and matches.
The SFA stopped their funding for the 13s Regional Squad so no trials were held for this age group.
The whole question of Development Squads needs to be addressed. Questions like:  At what age group will the SYFA be holding an Inter Regional Competition? When will the games be scheduled? How can they be fitted into an already crowded calendar? How can club coaches be encouraged to become involved? Can the Region obtain training venues?  (Some of our clubs struggle to hire suitable venues. If the Regional Squads had regular get to-gethers then this would put further pressure on the limited training facilities available for hire.) With Highland League Teams now operating “Development Squads” at 17s age where players as young as 15 are playing is there a danger of players being overplayed. This was the very reason the SFA set up Regional Squads at 13s and 14s so that players would not have to play for schools and youth selects as well as their club.
On a more positive note Region did, in conjunction with the National Office of the SYFA, host a coaches seminar given by PSV Eindhoven youth coaches Martein Pennings and Jefta Bresser. The SYFA National goalkeeping coaches Darren Walker and David McGinly were also on hand for the goalkeepers. These sessions were held in Aberdeen, Peterhead and Buckie. 

Once again the Region can boast of two age group Scottish Cup successes with Banks O’Dee Albion and Dyce Boys Club winning the 17s and 16s respectively. These successes, however, hide the poor showing the Region has had in the 13s and 19s in particular. With six regions in Scotland one should expect at least one quarterfinalist at each age group.

One aspect of the Scottish Cup that was an undoubted success was the playing of the finals on an artificial surface.  I am sure both Dyce and Banks O’Dee Albion preferred playing on that surface compared with the venues they played their domestic cup finals.

Replays continue to play havoc. Dee BC 19s were silly enough to concede a goal in injury time in their third round tie away to South Lanark Amateurs  on the 7th of November 2010. The replay was finally played on the 29th January 2011. The following week they drew their fourth round tie at home to Salvesen BC the replay of this round although scheduled for 12th of February didn’t take place until the 5th of March. There was the inevitable queue of teams waiting to play Dee BC at local level.

This season has been relatively good as far as officials conduct at Scottish Cup games resulting in no meetings being required to be held. One problem has been the failure of clubs to have enough players registered. This has resulted in teams being expelled from the competition and heavily fined. The national office will be even more vigilant next season.

I have attended a number of meetings of SFA Regional Committee together with ADJFA Secretary Raymond Kelly and we are both pleased to see a number of clubs signing up to the SFA Quality Mark. Clubs will only require a small amount of work to gain the local authorities Club Cap Scheme which could have a bearing on Facilities they hire.

I have also attended two meetings of the Aberdeen City Pitch Users held by Sport Aberdeen the new trust that has been set up to run the sports facilities in Aberdeen. ADJFA match secretary has also attended these meetings so you can rest assured the problems facing the Juvenile clubs have been well aired.

As an executive committee member of the Aberdeen Sports Council I am aware that problems of facilities and funding are shared by all youth sports in the area. Football must continue to fight its corner and make the authorities realise the benefits to society of youth football.


Neil Paterson 
North Regional Secretary 
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