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PROMOTION RELEGATION
NO CHANGE

The move to'revert back to the old
competition rules and do away with
promotion and relegation was con-
vincingly defeated at the Annual
General Meeting. Last seasons
league placings will decide the split
between the A and the B divisions
in all the age groups apart from the
Under 11’s and Under 18’s.

The top division in each age group,
the A Division will be restricted to
10 teams. This will reduce the
number of games the top teams
play as it generally these teams
who do well in the various cup
competitions, particularly the Scot-
tish Cup.

Promotion and relegation issues
will mean that all teams have
something to play for right up until
the last match of the season. Inter-
est will be maintained and compe-
tition will hopefully raise the stan-
dards of games played.

Promotion and relegation does
however bring with it the nerve

jangling prospect o%_pla%r\offs when
ini

two or more teams finish level on
points. It may be necessary to look
at some way off deciding placings,
by the results of the matches be-
tween the teams involved in the
play offs. Traditionally goal differ-
ence has never been used to differ-
entiate teams in under age football.

_ Ist of January. Currently al
- land operate on the basis-of th
of August. . e
At the' moment th

AGE
DATE

There 1s a proposal from FIFA that
the operating date which determines
the various age groups should be the
urrently all of Scot-
st

the mormier § just a pro-
osal, and it 1s undersfood that the
F.A. are resisting this charﬁe If

however it does come into effect it

will mean major upheavals for some

teams. .

The last time the operating date

changed some twelve years ago

- from the 1st of May to the 1st of
- August some teams found half of

their players were overage over-
night. Indeed one age group in par-
ticular, the under 15 league closed
down for a season. _
Jimmy Johnstone of the Scottish
Juvenile Association promised to
keep the Jocal members informed.
He said the Juvenile Association
was concemned as it had been re-
ported that the change may take
place from !997. This would not
give teams much time for planing.






