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Meeting with Referees

The Office Bearers of the Aberdeen and District Juvenile FA together with the

Regional Secretary of the SYFA attended a meeting of referees who officiate at

ADJFA and Scottish Cup matches. The meeting had been called to allow grievances

on both sides to be aired.

Points of concern the referees raised were as follows

¢ Teams failing to hand over teamlines in the changing rooms before the game. In
wet weather it is impossible for the referees to keep these dry.

¢ Teams going out on to the pitch before having their boots checked.

¢ The use of foul language directed towards players at younger age groups. This by
adult spectators and in some instances by coaches towards their own players.

¢+ Teams failing to pay match officials before the start of the match according to our
rules. Some teams even pretend they don’t know the amount of the fee and say
they are a pound short.

¢ Teams failing to hand back the linesman flag in an adult and mature manner.

¢ Concern was expressed regarding some of the changing accommodation afforded
match officials. Toilets and broom cupboards appeared to be the order of the day
at some venues.

On behalf of the Aberdeen and District Juvenile FA Raymond Kelly stated that whilst it

was preferable for teams to hand over teamlines in the changing rooms there was

nothing in the Association rules which required teams so to do. Players requiring to

have e studs changed wouid be no grounds to delay a kick off particularly if he had

return from pitch 12 at Inverdee. In fairness to the clubs it is important for players to

warm up properly and if referees don'’t arrive in time to check boots in the pavilion then

the players will go out on to the pitch.

The referees were asked to report all clubs which fail to pay the march fee before the

kick off according to the association rules. Similarly clubs abusing the referee’s

property such as the linesman flags should be similariy reported. The Association has

alwaye acted upon reports of the use of foul and abusive language regardless to

whom it is directed and by whom.

The referees were reminded that clubs in membership of this Association operate on

limited resources and on the whole do their best to provide suitable accommodation.

At times even the Municipal Pitch venues have changing accommodation which are

less than adequate for players never mind match officials.







