ISSUE NO. 3

DATE JANUARY 1997

SFA THINK TANK

Will it work or will

it be Sweet FA?
The SFA Think Tank led by Ernie
Walker have given their first set of
recommendations to the SFA.
Their main proposals are as fol-
lows.
1.Dismantle the SFA Council and
replace with a 14 man Executive.
2. Restructure the SFA committees
and approve a Committee Ap-
pointments Board.
3. Amalgamate the Amateur and
Juvenile FAs into a “Scottish
United FA.”
4. Abolish football’s century old
“amateurism” principle so that old
pros can play locally.
5. Establish a National Registra-
tion Scheme where every foot-
baller is logged and insured
against injury.
The whole thrust of the Think
Tanks proposals is to change the
entire infrastructure of the Scottish
game from grass roots up. With
the ultimate aim being to improve
the standard of footballer Scotland

Whilst the S.F.A. Council have
taken on board the recommenda-
tion to reduce the number of
council members they have re-
jected the need for Regional Asso-
ciations.

The Minor associations have also
recognised the sense of having one
National body and exploratory
talks are underway to investigate
the feasibility of such a body being
formed.

The principle of a National Regis-
tration scheme also has its merits
particularly if it encompasses an
insurance element. This is always
assuming that the price is set at a
realistic level. At the moment it is
unclear if such a scheme would
apply to all age groups. There has
been a suggestion that it would
only apply to over 16’s.

The Scottish Juveniles have al-
ways had a National Registration
whilst the Amateurs relied on local
registration. A national registration
enables Associations to monitor
the number of games a player
plays in.






