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Parliament Debate
Football

With the financial crisis being experienced in Scottish Senior Football the Scottist
Parliament held a debate on the state of Scottish Football. Kenny MacAskill of the
SNP who moved the debate highlighted the fact that Norway with a similar populatior
to Scotland has twice as many registered players at 325,000 than Scotland. He callec
for the streamlining of the various governing bodies SFA, SPL, SFL, Junior, Youth,
Schools etc. and suggested that Financial support should be conditional upon such ar
organisational shake up.

Jamie McGregor of the Conservatives called for the reintroduction of the Home
Internationals so that television money from those games could be put into Scottisk
Football.

Brian Montieth also of the Conservatives raised the question of Secondary Schools
being unwilling to allow suitably qualified parents to coach school teams. He
highlighted the problems recruiting referees for youth matches. He looked forwardec
to debating the forthcoming PMP Review on Youth Football in the parliamentary
session.

Colin Fox of the Scottish Socialist Party said that more clubs should be owned by &
mutual association of their fans and play in City owned Stadiums. He cited the
example of Barcelona.

The idea of municipalisation was not unattractive to the Minister for Tourism, Culture
and Sporty Frank McAveety (Labour). He wanted to improve relations betweer
schools co-ordinators and “community clubs”. He also highlighted the fact that nof
everything from Norway and Brazil are of a better standard. Giving Old Firm signings
Flo and Rafael as examples. The Minister also stated that Scotland has an incredible
number of youngsters participating in football but that we do not have ways in whict
maximise the best of that talent and to make enough of it come through. Youtr
involvement bears favourable comparison to Scandinavian countries. There is
however a dramatic drop off at adult level.

He said he was engaged with the SFA concerning the Review of Youth Football anc
that the Executive was committed to investing in youth football. He also hinted that he
would like to see a flatter management structure within the SFA.

Bruce Crawford of the SNP said that there was no excuse for professional clubs
running up a combined debt of £ 144 Million.

He stated that football is still “The peoples game”. That description was still true for
the band of dedicated volunteers who organise youth football. These volunteers
contribution to the sporting and social life of Scotland is not recognised often enougr
These volunteers are the ones who require to supported and nurtured if we are tc
breathe new life into football in Scotland.







