THE ABERDEEN & DISTRICT JUVENILE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

RULES GOVERNING COMPETITIONS

1.  Competitions

a)
The Association shall have the power to organise League and Cup competitions at such age groups as shall be determined from time to time.  In all competitions eligibility by reason of age shall be determined in accordance with the rules of The Scottish Youth Football Association.

b)
In all League competitions, teams shall play one another on two occasions, one at home and one away from home, or as otherwise determined by the Executive Committee.  Teams shall be awarded three points for each game won and one point for each game drawn.  The team with the greatest number of points shall be declared the winners of the League and all other positions shall be determined accordingly.  In the event of two or more teams finishing level in first place or finishing level for any place of significance in relation to Rule 1 (c), a play-off or play-offs shall be arranged, these to be played under the rules applicable to cup competitions.  Other than in the determination of the preceding matters, the Executive Committee may direct that any other criterion be taken into account in any circumstances in which it is necessary to determine a league position.  In the event that any team shall withdraw from the League prior to the completion of its programme, all its games shall be declared void save that no such withdrawal shall be accepted subsequent to 30 April in any season

c)
In the event of any age group at an age group younger than 19s consisting of more than seventeen participating teams, that age group shall be organised into an A Division and a B Division.  The ascertainment of the teams to participate in each of these divisions shall be as follows:

i)
If there were an A Division and a B Division in the immediately younger age group in the preceding season, the A Division shall be composed of the eight teams highest placed in the A Division of the preceding season together with the two teams highest placed in the B Division of the preceding season.  All other teams shall be placed in the B Division.

ii)
If there was a single division in the immediately younger age group in the preceding season, the A Division shall be composed of the ten teams highest placed in that single division of the preceding season.  All other teams shall be placed in the B Division.

iii)
If there was no immediately younger age group in the preceding season, the Executive Committee shall be empowered to organise a competition under the principles of Rule 1 (e) (ii) to determine which ten teams shall compose the A Division.  All other teams shall be placed in the B Division.

iv)
In the event that a B Division constituted under any of the preceding sub-clauses would consist of more than sixteen teams, it shall be divided into two sections, each consisting so far as is possible of an equal number of teams, the ascertainment of the teams to participate in each of these sections being by ballot.  In the event that a B Division is organised in this way, all references in the preceding sub-clauses to the top two teams in the B Division shall be taken to be a reference to the first placed team in each of these sections.

Any reference in this Rule to an 'immediately preceding age group' shall be taken to refer only to an age group with an age limit differing by one year from the age group whose organisation is the subject of the determination.

d)
In the event that a team which would have qualified for the A Division does not continue its participation, its place will be taken by the next highest placed team from the preceding year's B Division.  In the event that the preceding year's B Division was organised under the principles of sub-clause (c) (iv) above and the next highest placed team in each section of the B Division was equally placed in its respective section, the determination of the team to take the available place in the A Division will be determined by a play-off to be played under the rules applicable to cup competitions.  The Executive Committee shall have the power, on written application to be submitted to the Association no later than 16 July prior to the commencement of the season, to determine that a team not previously participating shall be identified with a team no longer participating and, in considering any such application, the Executive Committee shall have regard to all relevant circumstances including the extent to which there is identity of registered players between the two teams.

e)
Cup competitions may be organised on various principles:

i)
A knock-out competition, in which teams shall be paired and the winner of the game between the teams shall qualify for the next round.

ii)
A league cup basis in which some part of the competition is conducted by means of a league or leagues and other parts on the knock-out principle.  Where such a competition is arranged, the games played in the league sections shall be treated as equivalent to league matches for the purpose of these rules.

iii)
A two leg basis in which teams shall be paired and shall play each other twice, once at home and once away.  The team with the higher aggregate of goals scored shall qualify for the next round.  Where the aggregate is level after both games have been played, extra time shall be played in accordance with the rules relating thereto and, if the aggregate is still tied, the result shall be determined by the taking of kicks from the penalty-mark.

2.  Laws of the Game

a)
All games shall be played in accordance with the Laws of the Game, except as otherwise permitted with regard to players aged under 16 years.  The match ball shall conform to the size stipulated for the age group in The Scottish Youth F A Cups.

b) Goal-nets shall be provided and secured by the home club for all games.

c) It shall be the responsibility of the home club to ensure that corner-flags conforming to the Laws of the Game are provided for all matches.

d) For all matches both clubs shall have a playable ball of appropriate size.  The ball of the visiting club shall be used only if that belonging to the home club is declared unfit for play or is lost.

e) The General Committee shall be entitled to approve the use of any specific equipment and to require such equipment to be used whenever possible in all specified matches played under the jurisdiction of the Association.

3.  Eligibility of Players

a) The eligibility of players to participate in a match within this Association shall be determined in accordance with the Constitution and Rules of The Scottish Youth Football Association.

b) Any player who has played for a club in any cup-tie may not play for another club in the same competition in the course of that season.

c) It is the responsibility of all teams to ensure that all players used by them are eligible to play.  In particular, all teams require to obtain satisfactory evidence of the date of birth of all players used and to produce such evidence when called upon to do so by the Executive Committee.  Satisfactory evidence will normally be a copy of the player's birth certificate.

4.  Protests

Any protest relating to the outcome of any league match or cup-tie must be lodged with the Secretary of the Association postmarked within three days of the game, by receipted post, and accompanied by a fee of £5.  A verbatim copy must be lodged with the Secretary of the club protested against, within the same time limit and also by receipted post.  The time limit in any case in which the protest is dependent upon whether a player has been properly registered to enable him to participate shall be extended to seven days from the date of the game.  Any protest relating to the field of play shall not be considered unless intimation thereof has been submitted in writing to the referee prior to the match.  All protests shall be heard by the Executive Committee.  Receipted post for the purpose of this Rule shall be taken to mean any form of post under which the addressee is obliged to give formal acknowledgement of receipt.

5.  Fixtures

a)
All fixtures shall be notified by way of the press or as otherwise determined.  The first named team shall be the home team for all purposes.  The home club shall confirm the match and the location of the ground with the visiting club and the referee at least two days prior to the match.


In the event that the home team is unable to procure a venue for the match by forty-eight hours prior to the scheduled kick-off, the Match Secretary must be notified and the Match Secretary shall be entitled to procure a venue for the match which shall be at the expense of the home team.


In the event of the visiting team not being so notified they should contact either the Secretary or the Match Secretary no later than twenty four hours prior to the scheduled kick-off. The Secretary or Match Secretary will confirm the match and the location of the game and the matter will be referred to the Executive Committee which shall impose such sanction as it considers appropriate.

b)
Once a fixture has been notified as above, it may not be amended in any way without the prior consent of the Match Secretary or as otherwise permitted by these rules.

c)
In any case in which a game is being played on a Saturday more than twenty miles from the centre of Aberdeen and it can be shown that a competitive schools fixture would prevent at least two players or one player if a recognised goalkeeper from attending that fixture, the visiting side shall have the option of requiring the game to be rescheduled to the Sunday immediately following.

d)
Pitch inspections are the responsibility of the ground authority and any postponement required by such authority shall be automatically granted.  It is in any event the continuing responsibility of the home club to arrange for any other inspection that may be necessary.  This should be carried out by the match referee or, failing him, any other recognised referee or as may be directed by the Match Secretary.  In the event of any postponement, the home club is responsible for timely notification to their opponents, the match referee and the Match Secretary.  If it can be shown that any team has failed to carry out its responsibilities under this rule, the Executive Committee shall be entitled to hold them responsible for any expenses which have been incurred in relation to the match and may take any other action which it deems appropriate.

e)
Any application for exemption from fixtures must be lodged with the Match Secretary in writing, postmarked at least twelve days prior to the date for which exemption is requested.  No team shall be granted more than four such applications in the course of any one season.  No such application may cover a period in excess of seven consecutive days.

f)
Any team with two or more players or one player if a recognised goalkeeper participating in a Scottish Schools Cup tie or competitive schools or Scottish Youth or Boys' Club representative fixture which will prevent these players from being able to take part in any scheduled fixture may require that an exemption is granted.

g)
It shall be the responsibility of the home club to notify the match result to the Match Secretary by telephone on the day of the match not later than 6.00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday and not later than 9.30 p.m. in midweek.    It shall be the responsibility of the home club in the case of a Scottish Youth FA Cup tie between two member clubs and the responsibility of the participant member club in a Scottish Youth FA Cup tie involving one member club, whether at home or away from home, to notify the match result to the Match Secretary within that same time limit.  Failure to abide by this will be referred to the Executive Committee.

h)
In any case in which a team fails to fulfil a scheduled fixture, the matter will be referred to the Executive Committee which shall impose such sanction as it considers appropriate.

6.  Referees

a)  The Match Secretary shall be responsible for the appointment of referees to all matches in competitions under the jurisdiction of the Association.  In the event that a referee is not appointed for a match or the scheduled referee fails to appear, the teams may mutually agree to an alternative referee.  If such an agreement is reached, both teams must append a written note of the agreement to the team-line and the home team must ensure that the team-lines and any reports are submitted to the Secretary.

b)
Referees shall be remunerated at a rate to be determined by the General Committee.  It shall be the responsibility of the home club to make payment prior to the start of the match.  Assistant referees shall be remunerated at a rate half of that of the referee except that the entitlement to travelling expenses shall be the same as that of the referee.

7.  Team-lines and Substitutes

a)
At all matches teams shall be required to submit to the referee prior to the kick-off two copies of a list of their players for the match, showing their first names and surnames and their home addresses and their numbers, specifically identifying the players who are the substitutes for the match.  Any player who has not been signed by the team in accordance with Rule 86 of The Scottish Youth Football Association must be so identified on the list of players.  Each player shall be identified by a number which must be prominently displayed on either his shirt or his shorts and shall correspond to the number shown for the player on the team-line, no two players in any one team being identified by the same number.  The team-lines must be submitted on the form provided by the Association unless otherwise specifically permitted by the Secretary.  One copy of the team-line shall be given by the referee to the opposing team and the other shall be retained by the referee and submitted by him to the Secretary.

b)
Substitutes may be named and used in accordance with the rules governing matches in The Scottish Youth FA Cup.

8.  Duration of Play

All games shall be played as follows:

19s and 17s: Two halves each of forty-five minutes duration.

16s and 15s: Two halves each of forty minutes duration.

14s and 13s: Two halves each of thirty-five minutes duration.

In the event of a cup-tie being drawn extra time shall be played as follows:

19s and 17s: Two halves each of fifteen minutes duration.

All other ages: Two halves each of ten minutes duration.

In the event of any match in a cup competition played on a knock-out principle still being drawn after extra time has been played, the outcome shall be determined by the taking of kicks from the penalty-mark.

9.  Team Colours

All teams must play in their first specified registered colours unless with the prior consent of their opponents.  In the event of a clash of colours, the home team shall require to change.

10.  Disciplinary Procedures

It shall be the responsibility of the Executive Committee to deal with all matters relating to the conduct of clubs, officials, players and spectators.  Procedures for dealing with such matters shall be laid down by the Executive Committee but always subject to the right to appeal against any decision to The Scottish Youth Football Association.

11.  Amendments to the Rules Governing Competitions

No amendment shall be made to these Rules except at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting convened for the purpose.  A minimum of twenty-one days notice shall be given in writing to the Secretary of any proposed alteration which must be proposed and seconded by representatives of different clubs, except that the Executive Committee shall be empowered itself to propose any amendment.  A copy of any proposed amendment shall be sent to all Clubs not later than seven days prior to the Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting at which it is to be considered.  No amendment shall be made to these Rules unless two-thirds of those present and qualified to vote shall have voted and a majority of members voting shall be necessary to carry the motion.

