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DONS WANT
CLOSER TIES
WITH JUVENILES

Aberdeen FC wish to open up a dialogue with the Aberdeen and District Ju-
venile FA in order that a better understanding can be built up about the best
way forward for improving the standard of youth football in the area.

Over the years relations between Pittodrie and the various youth football as-
sociations have blown hot and cold, often because of a perceived lack of in-
terest and involvement coming from Merkland Road.

For example, Aberdeen FC have sponsored cup competitions in this Associa-
tion as in other associations. Years ago several of the finals were routinely
played at Pittodrie and one of the highlights of the local football calendar
was the week when the local associations had the use of Pittodrie for the Ab-
erdeen FC Trophy Finals. Over the past ten years, however, the view from
Pittodrie has been that the ground cannot be made available for these games.
There is an initiative which the club management could pursue, that is to
resurrect the use of Pittodrie, perhaps on a Sunday when three finals could
be staged at different age groups interspersed with seven-a-side matches.
One initiative has received some press publicity. It is the idea that Aberdeen
FC could enter a team in the Association, initially at the younger age groups.
At present, no application has been received but, if it is, it will be up to the
existing clubs to consider it at the Annual General Meeting. If it does hap-
pen, it raises a number of questions, especially the danger that the best play-
ers will automatically go there which might destroy the competitiveness
which is part of the Association's success.






